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Introduction
On ViewMoreInfo.com, I'm focused on spotlighting desktop software solutions that
deliver efficiency and simplicity—especially for small businesses and entrepreneurs
navigating tight budgets and busy schedules. In an era dominated by cloud-based
platforms and complex database systems, I'm turning the spotlight on a classic:
Paradox, a relational database management system (RDBMS) that’s been quietly
delivering value since 1985. Sitting at version 11, Paradox remains a powerful,
desktop-based solution that’s tailor-made for those who need to track, manage, and
retrieve business-critical information without the overhead of modern enterprise
software. This publication makes the case for why small businesses and
entrepreneurs should consider Paradox as their go-to database tool—offering a
blend of practicality, affordability, and a touch of nostalgia that still resonates in
today’s digital age.

A Legacy of Simplicity and Power
Paradox emerged in 1985 from Ansa Software, later passing through the hands of
Borland (1987) and Corel (1996), where it found a lasting home. Designed as a relational
database system for personal computers, it gained popularity in the late 1980s and
1990s as a favorite among small to medium-sized businesses and government agencies.
Why? Because it delivered what mattered: an intuitive interface, robust data
management, and the ability to customize solutions without requiring a team of IT
experts. For an entrepreneur tracking client contacts, a small business managing
inventory, or a government agency organizing records like permits, licenses, or citizen
data, Paradox offered a straightforward path to organization—without the steep
learning curve or subscription fees of today’s cloud giants.

Unlike many modern systems that prioritize scalability over usability, Paradox strikes a
balance that’s ideal for smaller operations. Running smoothly on Windows 10 and 11,
it provides a desktop environment where your data stays local—secure, accessible, and
free from monthly costs. Its integration with tools like Corel’s Quattro Pro further
enhances its utility, letting you pull data into spreadsheets for analysis or reporting with
ease. For those who value control and simplicity, Paradox is a throwback that still holds
its own. Decades after its debut, it remains a dependable workhorse, quietly powering
tasks with the same efficiency that won over users in the PC era. And with a little
creativity, its features can adapt to modern workflows, proving that classic tools can still
meet contemporary needs.
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Why Paradox for Small Businesses and Entrepreneurs?
Let’s break it down: running a small business or working solo means wearing multiple
hats—sales, marketing, accounting, and more. Data is the thread that ties it all
together, and Paradox offers a compelling way to manage it. Here’s why it’s worth
your consideration:  

1. Affordability Without Compromise
Modern database solutions often come with recurring subscription fees that eat into
slim profit margins. Paradox, by contrast, is a one-time purchase—version 11 is
available through Corel, and older licenses can often be found at bargain prices. For
a small business owner or freelancer, this means you get a fully functional RDBMS
without ongoing costs, freeing up funds for other priorities.

2. User-Friendly Design
You don’t need to be a database guru to get started with Paradox. Its graphical
interface lets you create tables, forms, and reports with point-and-click ease, while
its SQL-like query tools allow for more advanced data retrieval when you’re ready.
Whether you’re tracking customer orders, project deadlines, or supplier details,
Paradox keeps it simple yet powerful—perfect for those who want results, not
complexity.

3. Customization with ObjectPAL
Here’s where Paradox shines: its built-in programming language, ObjectPAL
(Object-oriented Paradox Application Language). With ObjectPAL, you can automate
repetitive tasks—like generating invoices or flagging overdue payments—without
hiring a developer. Need a custom form to capture leads? A report to analyze sales
trends? ObjectPAL’s event-driven scripting and intuitive syntax let you tailor Paradox
to your exact needs. It’s a game-changer for entrepreneurs who need flexibility
without the fuss.

4. Local Control and Security
Cloud databases are convenient, but they come with risks—data breaches,
downtime, or sudden price hikes. Paradox keeps your data on your desktop, giving
you full ownership and peace of mind. For a small business handling sensitive client
information or a freelancer guarding proprietary ideas, this local-first approach is a
practical safeguard in an unpredictable digital world.
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5. Rapid Setup and Results
Time is money, especially when you’re running the show alone or with a small team.
Paradox’s all-in-one environment—database, forms, reports, and scripting—means
you can go from idea to implementation in hours, not weeks. Set up a customer
database in the morning, automate a report by lunch, and have actionable insights
by day’s end. It’s productivity without the bloat.

Real-World Applications
Imagine you’re a solo consultant managing a roster of clients. With Paradox, you can: 

• Build a table to store client names, contact details, and project statuses.

• Create a custom form to log new inquiries as they come in.

• Use ObjectPAL to automate follow-up reminders for prospects.

• Generate a report to see which clients drive the most revenue—all without
leaving your desk.

Or picture a small retail business: Paradox can track inventory levels, supplier
contacts, and sales data in one place. A quick query reveals what’s low in stock, while
a scripted alert warns when it’s time to reorder. These aren’t hypothetical
perks—they’re practical wins that save time and boost efficiency.

Paradox in Restaurants and Hospitality: Streamlining Operations
The restaurant and hospitality industry thrives on efficiency—whether it’s managing
reservations, tracking inventory, or keeping tabs on customer preferences. For small
eateries or family-run restaurants, Paradox offers a cost-effective, desktop-based
solution to organize these moving parts without the complexity or expense of
modern POS-integrated databases. Here’s how Paradox can serve up value:

• Reservation and Guest Management: Build a Paradox database to store guest
details—names, contact info, special dates (like anniversaries), and dietary
preferences. With a custom form, staff can log bookings in seconds, while
ObjectPAL scripts can flag VIPs or send reminders for repeat visitors, enhancing
customer loyalty without pricey CRM software.

• Inventory Tracking: Keep tabs on food, beverage, and supply stocks with tables
that update as items are used or restocked. A quick query shows what’s running
low—say, coffee beans or napkins—while a scripted alert can prompt reordering,
preventing last-minute scrambles during a busy shift.
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• Menu Costing and Profit Analysis: Input ingredient costs and portion sizes into
Paradox, then use its reporting tools to calculate dish profitability. A small cafe
can tweak its menu based on data, not guesswork, all within a system that
doesn’t demand a subscription fee.

• Event and Catering Coordination: For hospitality businesses handling events,
Paradox can track client orders, timelines, and staffing needs in one place.
Automate invoice generation with ObjectPAL, cutting down on manual
paperwork and freeing up time for perfecting that signature dish.

Nostalgia Meets Modern Relevance
Much like my preference for WordPerfect (as shared in "Why We Prefer WordPerfect"),
my case for Paradox carries a nostalgic echo. I recall its heyday in the 1990s, when it
powered small businesses, freelance ventures, and government agencies with quiet
reliability. But this isn’t just sentiment talking—Paradox remains relevant because it
solves real problems for today’s lean operations. While it hasn’t seen updates in years,
its stability on modern Microsoft Windows systems and its robust feature set make it
a hidden gem for those willing to look beyond the hype of cloud-first trends.

Addressing the Alternatives
Sure, there are flashier options—Microsoft Access, FileMaker, or cloud-based tools like
Airtable. But Access can feel clunky and overpriced for basic needs, FileMaker
demands a steeper investment, and cloud platforms tie you to subscriptions and
internet dependency. Paradox offers a middle ground: professional-grade functionality
at a fraction of the cost, with the freedom to work offline. For small businesses and
entrepreneurs, that’s a sweet spot worth exploring. Unlike trendy alternatives,
Paradox cuts out the bloat of unnecessary features, focusing instead on your data.
It’s less hassle and more control without monthly fees.

A Call to Action
If you’re a small business owner or entrepreneur looking to tame your data without
breaking the bank, Paradox deserves a spot on your radar. Dust off an old copy, grab
version 11 from Corel, or reach out to me at jim@jimfuhrmann.com for tips on
getting started. Pair it with WordPerfect for documentation (as advocated on
ViewMoreInfo.com), and you’ve got a lean, classic toolkit that’s as timeless as it is
effective. No steep learning curves or hidden costs—just a straightforward solution
you can set up and run on your terms. Join me in rediscovering a tool that’s been
quietly proving its worth for decades. Let’s keep the spirit of practical, desktop
computing alive—one database at a time.
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Featured Publication
Discover Recipes, Wines, and More (VMIPub ID: 72068429), a multi-purpose
database custom-developed for both home cooks and professionals to
effortlessly record, organize, and retrieve culinary data. Whether you’re
managing recipes and ingredients, cataloging an extensive wine collection, or
even tracking vitamins and supplements, this Windows-based tool—built with
Paradox and ObjectPAL—offers a versatile system for efficient organization.

Want to Explore Paradox Further?
For a deeper dive into Paradox and its robust capabilities, view the publication
Introduction to Computer Science (VMIPub ID: 39280640), where it’s covered in
greater detail starting on page 4. Discover how this classic tool can empower your
small business or solo venture.

—End of Information—

The information presented in this publication may be updated periodically.

About This Publication
This publication was prepared and published by @JimFuhrmann with AI support to
deliver a clear, compelling, practical case for Paradox.

Copyright © 2025 @JimFuhrmann. All Rights Reserved.
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